conveyor  belts  at  this plant are  heavy   (sic)   burdened with
rocks   (ore),   trash,   tools,   hoses,   etc.     This  creates  almost a
plant  wide  trip  and fall  hazard."

Citation  No.   2237058,   ("S&S")   issued  on   August   23,   1984,
cites  an  alleged violation of  30  C.F.R.   S  55.9-61,   which pro-
vides   as  follows:     "Stockpile  and muckpile faces  shall be
trimmed  to  prevent hazards  to personnel."

The  cited condition or  practice  is described as  follows:

The  stock pile at  this plant  is^not
trimmed to prevent a cave or  slide  situation
which  could cover the  front-end  loader  or  cat
which move materials from the  stock pile.     An
angle of   repose  should be established  and main-
tained  to prevent a hazardous  cave  or  slide
from occurring.
s  Testimony and Evidence

MSHA inspector Joe McGregor  testified  as  to  his  back-
ground  and experience,   which  includes approximately  3  years
of   inspecting   surface ore and milling  operations,   and prior
work as  a miner.    He  stated that he conducts  approximately 45
to  50  regular  inspections  a year,   and he  confirmed  that he
inspected the mining operation   in question  and  that  he  issued
the  citations   in  issue  in  this  case.

Mr.   McGregor described the respondent's mining  operation
as  a barite milling  and grinding operation  consisting of  a
relatively  compact system of  belt  conveyors  and  storage bins.
He believed it was a "fairly large"  operation.

Inspector McGregor  testified that  he  issued Citation
No.   2237045,   after  finding the No.   15  belt drive  shaft
exposed and unguarded.     The  shaft  is  1-1/2  to  2   inches  in
diameter and it powers  the movement of  the belt.     The shaft
is  located approximately 4  feet above ground  level  and there
is  a walkway or travelway close by and directly below the
shaft.     No guard was provided  for the shaft,   and  since he
believed that the shaft bearings had to  be greased from
time-to-time,   he was concerned that someone with  loose
clothing could become caught  in the exposed  shaft.

On cross-examination,   and referring to respondent's
photographic exhibit R-2,  Mr.   McGregor   identified a handrail
and  a walkway,   and he believed that it was  reasonably likely
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